
C. UNIFORM GOALS, RATIONALE & RULES 
 

Wakefield Country Day School requires all students to wear specific clothing each 
day. The reasons for this requirement are many:   

• Uniform dress expectations support the school’s mission of character 
development and virtue by discouraging the superficial expression of 
“individuality” in lieu of positive and substantive development of each student’s 
unique personality.   

• Research indicates that students who attend schools which require uniforms 
demonstrate higher levels of achievement, fewer discipline referrals, and better 
attendance than students who attend schools which do not require uniforms.   

• Students learn appropriate dress as they prepare to enter the world of work and 
the adult community.   

• Students visibly progress to more mature styles of dress through the uniform 
requirements, symbolizing their growing responsibility and leadership.   

• Students are not under pressure to compete with one another regarding their 
clothing, eliminating a major manifestation of differences.   

• Students may focus on learning and achievement without the distractions of 
variations in clothing.   

• Parents understand the school community’s expectations of dress, and students 
see themselves as neat, well-dressed, and attractive.   

• Parents may invest in a few items and are not subject to the demands of 
changing clothing styles.   

• Students who attend the school are readily recognizable which reinforces 
school identity, a sense of community, school pride, and school security.   

  
Uniform Requirements for Students in Grades 1 – 12   
 

1. All articles of the school uniform must be in a good state of repair and must be 
of a size to fit the wearer. Clothing must be free of gross wrinkles, food spots, 
dirt and grass stains, and fraying. Shoes shall be clean and with soles in a good 
state of repair.   

2. All articles of clothing should be clearly labeled in permanent ink with the 
name of the owner.   

3. Students should be dressed in their school uniform, properly tied, tucked, 
buttoned, etc. whenever they are on the school premises, unless they are in 
athletic attire for an after school activity. In particular it should be noted that 
blazers (or the optional sweaters for students in grades 1-8) must be worn at all 
times on Wednesday unless students are given express permission to remove 
them during class, at lunchtime, or at other times when it may be deemed 
appropriate. If students wish to change clothing to attend athletic activities after 
school, they are to follow the Non-Uniform Guidelines. Students attending 
school functions are to be dressed appropriately, following the Non-Uniform 
Guidelines.   

4. No athletic clothing is to be worn during the school day unless given 
permission by the Head of School. Students are given time to change into 
athletic clothing before departing on school buses for games.   



 
 
5. Jewelry  

a) Jewelry for girls must be modest: gold and silver with small pearls or 
gemstones. Girls in grades 1 – 3 may wear pierced earring studs only.  One 
earring may be worn in each ear and worn in the ear lobe only. Girls in 
grades 4 – 12 may wear more than one earring with only one with a modest 
1½ - 2” dangle. Girls in all grades may wear simple, unadorned headbands 
(i.e. no flowers, feathers, etc.). Scarves—on heads or around necks— are not 
allowed for girls in any grade.   

6. Tattoos, temporary or permanent, are not acceptable (with the exception of 
WCDS temporary tattoos during Spirit Week).   

7. Hair must be neatly groomed and able to keep out of eyes without hair 
accessories.  Natural hair colors permitted. 

8. Hats and caps shall not be worn in the school buildings or at formal school 
functions. Hats and caps are allowed, however, when they are part of a 
designated “spirit” activity. An exception is also granted during cold weather, 
when headgear designed to keep the head warm may be worn to and from 
school.   

9. Hiking boots, canvas shoes, cowboy boots, or flip flops are not authorized for 
wear with the boys’ or girls’ school uniform at any time. Athletic shoes may be 
worn each day except Wednesdays.  On Wednesday, leather, oxford-style 
shoes, loafers, or flats will be the only type of shoe authorized for wear with the 
school dress uniform. No sling back, open-toed shoes, open-heel shoes, or 
shoes with a heel/sole combination higher than 1½” are allowed. Shoes should 
be of a plain, dark color appropriate to the school dress uniform.   

10. An unadorned, dress leather belt must be worn with all pants and skirts fitted 
with belt loops.   

11. Sunglasses may not be worn during class in the school building.   
12. T-shirts, undershirts, and/or bras with designs may not be visible beneath 

blouses or shirts.   
13. No baggy, flared-leg, hip-hugger, bell-bottom, Levi-cut jeans, skin tight yoga 

pants, leggings, cargo pocket pants or cargo shorts are to be worn in place of 
dress slacks.  Pockets on both boys’ and girls’ slacks/trousers must be slash 
pockets. Pants with patch pockets are NOT permitted. A slash pocket is 
entered through a slash on the outside of the garment and has a pouch 
attached inside the garment. A patch pocket is attached to the outside of the 
garment, like a shirt pocket.   

14. Upon arriving at school, students must place all coats, jackets, sweatshirts, 
hoodies, nylon windbreakers, hats, scarves, gloves, etc. in their lockers. Aside 
from Wakefield-approved blazers, sweaters, and fleece vests with the school 
crest, no outerwear may be worn during class in the building with the 
exception of Varsity Letter Jackets which may be worn on Fridays or when 
weather dictates such use with the express permission of the Head of School.   

15. All students wear the Dress Uniform on Wednesdays and on school field trips. 
The Head of School is the only person who can exempt students from wearing 



the Dress Uniform. This exemption is sometimes granted when the weather is 
very warm or when other circumstances render the Dress Uniform 
inappropriate.   

 
 NON-UNIFORM GUIDELINES   
  
The spirit of the Non-Uniform code assumes that 

1. Students will avoid extreme modes of dress and will appear at school in 
clothing that is clean and in a good state of repair.   

2. All students will be prepared for academic study. The Non-Uniform Dress 
should not distract anyone from his or her task of learning.   

  
The following guidelines are to be observed on these non-uniform school days 
as well as on school grounds outside the regular school day:  
  

1. Dress slacks or any slacks that are neat and of a modest cut, loose-fitting 
without being oversized (i.e. baggy, hem dragging on the floor) are 
permitted. No leggings or tightfitting yoga pants permitted unless the 
leggings are worn under skirts or dresses.   

2. Blue jeans (free of rips, tears and holes, and not skin-tight) are permitted, with 
all the caveats stated above in the case of slacks.   

3. Uniform approved shorts are permitted for all grade levels, when appropriate 
to the weather.  Athletic shorts are permitted in grades 1-5 but only if they are 
not too short or too tight.   

4. Skirts are to be of a modest cut and no more than 2” above the knee.   
5. All pants, shorts, and skirts must be in good repair, hemmed, and without 

holes and tears.   
6. No spiked heels, sling back, open-toed shoes, open-heel shoes like flip flops, 

or shoes with a heel/sole combination higher than 1½” are allowed.   
7. Only the top button on a button-down shirt should be unbuttoned.   
8. Spirit Day tee shirts and sweatshirts must be a WCDS graphic shirt.   
9. No tank tops, no clothing with “spaghetti straps,” no tight or revealing blouses 

or t-shirts and no yoga or tight-fitting pants are to be worn.   
10. Partial school uniforms are not to be worn. When a student is wearing the 

school uniform, it must be complete, properly tied, tucked, buttoned, etc.   
11. Field trip dress will depend on the activities inherent to the field trip. Non-

Uniform attire as described above is acceptable for trips to locations which 
require more hands-on community service or to amusement parks like Kings 
Dominion. Periodically outdoor attire requiring waterproof boots or 
outerwear is accepted per the direction of the teacher planning the field trip. 
Students who find themselves unable to comply with these rules will be 
required to change their clothing or wear school-provided clothing.   

 
 
 
 
 



 
 The following pages outline accepted uniform attire per each grade level.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2014 8th Grade Graduating Class  

  
 
BOYS  
The school crest ($10) and school tie ($20) may be purchased in the main office.    
Uniform pieces may be purchased at:  
1) The Dress Code, 125 Church Street, NE, Vienna, VA / Phone (703) 242-3929 / Fax (703) 242-3933  
2) Flynn & O’Hara Uniforms, Fair City Mall, 9650 Main Street, Fairfax, VA / (703) 503-5966 / 
www.flynnohara.com   
3) Lands’ End School Catalog (WCDS Lands’ End School Code:  9000-3498-4) / 
www.landsend.com/schooluniforms  
  
GIRLS  
The school crest ($10) may be purchased in the main office.   
Uniform pieces may be purchased at:   
1) *French Toast Catalog: 1-800-373-6248/ www.frenchtoast.com    
2) The Dress Code, 125 Church Street, NE, Vienna, VA / Phone (703) 242-3929 / Fax (703) 242-3933  
3) Flynn & O’Hara Uniforms, Fair City Mall, 9650 Main Street, Fairfax, VA / (703) 503-5966     
                                                                    www.flynnohara.com   
4) Lands’ End School Catalog (WCDS Lands’ End School Code:  9000-3498-4)   
                                                           www.landsend.com/schooluniforms   
Plaids: The Dress Code: MacLeod of Harris Plaid; Lands’ End: Hunter/Classic Navy Plaid; Flynn & 
O’Hara: Green Plaid    
  
*Note: the plaid carried by French Toast is not uniform compliant.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.flynnohara.com/
http://www.landsend.com/schooluniforms
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ACCEPTABLE SHOE STYLES FOR BOYS AND GIRLS  

 
 

ACCEPTABLE DRESS SHOES:  Soles need to be a shade of brown (not white) 
 

 
 

 

 
  
  

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
 



ACCEPTABLE AND UNACCEPTABLE PANT STYLES  
 

  

     
                Acceptable Pocket Style        BOYS                  Unacceptable Pocket Style  

  
                                                          

            Acceptable Pocket Style     GIRLS                                 Unacceptable Pocket Style  
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Uniform Dress Slack option: Upper School girls only during winter months. 
  

The following four dress slack styles with high waist, tailored, loose fit will be acceptable. 
                                

                                                      

 
  
  
 The following grey colors will be acceptable. 

 
  

The following slacks or other styles with tight fitting form will NOT be ACCEPTABLE. 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  



ACCEPTABLE AND UNACCEPTABLE BLOUSE STYLES  
 
 

The following six button down blouse styles may have the first button unbuttoned 
 

 
                                         Peter Pan Collar     Plain Collar                  Button Down Collar  

 
                                            short sleeve   ¾ sleeve      full sleeve                  
  
      

The following three blouse styles will be acceptable, but all front buttons need to be buttoned. 
  

Undergarments should not be visible through the blouse. 
  

 
                            (COLOR NOT APPROVED)  
  

 


